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class serve no useful purpose, makes literature sin against
its own nature.

Not that literature does not grasp external reality. The
opposite is the truth. As M. Rilke shows, it is the artist
alone who grasps the complexity of an age. Art is the
spontaneous curative activity of the collective mind. In the
true artist it gives rise to a symbol the mere contemplation
of which resolves the psychological conflicts which obstruct
the march of civilization. On the writer rests the hope of
mankind.

BASIC IMPORTANCE OF THE ANCIENT
INDIAN LITERATURES
BY RAO BAHADUR SARDAR M. V. KIBE
The connotation of "Literature" is large. But what
it generally conveys is belles-lettres. In that sense too the
ancient literatures of India are vast. They include not only
the numerous works still extant in Sanskrit but in other lang-
uages too, some of which may have been its contemporaries
but many of which are derived from or are modifications of it.
Although such is the case, there is one basic thread of
thought to be found running through all of them.
The ancient Indian literatures were purely the products
of the Indian or Aryan culture or civilisation. They shaped
the former and formed the latter. A study of them reveals
the growth of society or social life, as well as the funda-
mentals on which it progressed. A large part of this litera-
ture is in writing but there is a not inconsiderable part which
has been handed down orally.
The Vedas are the outstanding example of how a large
part of that ancient literature was preserved and is still prop-
agated by word of mouth. The earliest extant book of the
Vedas does not seem to have been reduced to writing, or at
any rate to be available, in th*? Brahmi script or its con-
temporaries, as another ancient liteiature contained in the
Gilgamesh, has been found carved on bricks in ancient script.
Recently a Maratha lady scholar, Mrs. Kamalabai Deskpande,
Ph. D., the learned daughter of a learned father, has laid